~ THE SECRET RAPTURE
FACT OR FICTION?

Will Jesus return invisibly, to secretly “‘rapture’’ or take away the Church to
heaven BEFORE the coming tribulation?

e

COMMON IDEA today among

fundamentalists is that Christ

may return invisibly, secretly,
“at any moment” to “rapture” or
“catch away” the Church before the
great tribulation and the appear-
ance of a superhuman “Antichrist.”
This secret return of Christ they call
“the first phase” of Christ’s second
coming,.
Coming in Two Phases. Jesus, we
are asked to believe, may suddenly
descend from heaven this very
night! But He will stop in mid-air.

Immediately, the righteous dead
will be raised and all true Christians
who are alive will be “translated.”
Then Christ returns to heaven —
some say for 3% years, others say for
7 years.

During this period, according to
this teaching, God will vent His
wrath upon the world by permitting
an Antichrist to deceive the nations
and torture all who won’t submit to
Him. This time of torture they call
indiscriminately the “tribulation”
and “Day of the Lord.”

Then, they say, the ‘second
phase” of Christ’s coming will occur.
Jesus will come visibly, in power and
glory, wiTH the saints, to conquer
Antichrist.

But is this what the Bible really
teaches?

Are there “two phases” to the sec-
ond coming of Jesus Christ? Will He
return secretly? Why is the word
“rapture” not mentioned once in the
entire Bible if this theory is true?

It is time you learned the truth!

A Time Sequence of Events Tells.
Jesus has given us a time sequence
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of events soon to occur. This se-
quence you will find in Matthew 24,
Mark 13 and Luke 21. These three
chapters contain the order of events
at the close of this age of man’s rule.
Notice what Jesus told His disciples.

Following false teachers pro-
claiming a false gospel, yet coming
in the name of Christ, would be
wars, famines and pestilences—oc-
curring in that order. Then there
would be—what?—the secret return
of Christ to take away the Church in
a secret rapture immediately before
a tribulation? No! Just the opposite!
Here are Jesus’ own words: “And ye
shall hear of wars and rumors of
wars ... and famines shall be and
earthquakes in divers places. But all
these are the beginning of sorrows.
THEN"—the very next event—*shall
they deliver you up unto rribulation,
and shall kill you: and ye shall be
hated of all nations for my name’s
sake” (Matt. 24:6-9, Panin version).

Did you notice that? Jesus’ own
disciples—those who follow Him—
“you”—are to be delivered up to
tribulation!

The disciples of Jesus could not
be in tribulation if they were se-
cretly raptured to heaven before the
tribulation and if only unbelievers
remained on earth. Besides, Jesus
said that it is “for His name’s sake”
that the nations would hate you.
This obviously must be referring to
believers, not nonbelievers.

Mark records the same statement
of Jesus: “And ye shall be hated of all
for my name’s sake” (Mark 13:13). A
martyrdom of Christians! Luke rec-
ords the same (Luke 21:12, 17).
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A Way of Escape? Though Jesus
prophesied that Christians would be
persecuted in a coming great tribu-
lation, He also said there is for some
a way of escape!

That way of escape is not a secret
rapture!

“But warch,” said Jesus, “and pray
always that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man” (Luke
21:36). You can escape all the trou-
bies soon to fall on a heedless world
—but you must watch world events
and pray!

Jesus repeated this same promise
to His Church today: “Because thou
hast kept the word of my patience, I
also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation [trial]’—the tribulation
and events that follow—*“which shall
come upon all the world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth” (Rev.

3:10).

. But how and where are the Chris-
tians who watch and pray going to
escape? Turn to the 12th chapter of
Revelation. Here we find the an-
swer!

Here we find the true Church—
the Church of God—pictured. A
woman, remember, is the symbol of
a Church (IT Cor. 11:2). This chap-
ter pictures the true Church,
whereas the 17th chapter of Revela-
tion pictures the false churches—a
mother church and her daughter
churches. Notice verse 6 of chapter
12. In the tribulation during the
Middle Ages “the woman [the true
Church] fled into the wilderness,
where she hath a place prepared of
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God.” That tribulation is merely a
type of the coming great tribulation
—a time of trouble of such magni-
tude as has never occurred on earth
before.

Now turn to verse 13: “And when
the dragon [Satan] saw that he was
cast down to the earth, he per-
secuted the woman”—this is the per-
secution that is yet in the future.
How does the Church escape? “And
the two wings of the great eagle
were given to the woman that she
should fly To THE WILDERNESS to
her place” for 3'; years.

The Church is NoT taken to
heaven, but to the wilderness — to a
desert region here on earth. “And
the earth helped the woman” (Rev.
12:13-16).

Could anything be plainer?

But what happens to those not
accounted worthy to escape? “And
the dragon...went away to make
war with the rest of her seed”—-the
remainder of the Church that did
not escape. The people whom Satan
hates—and against whom he stirs up
the nations—the people who “keep
the commandments of God and
hold the testimony of Jesus”
(verse 17).

How plain! Some of the Church

escapes to a place of safety on earth.
But there is no “secret rapture”!
Jesus told us to “pray that your
flight be not in winter, neither on a
sabbath: for then shall be great trib-
ulation, such as hath not been from
the world’s beginning until now, no,
nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:20, 21).
If there were a “secret rapture,” we
would nor have to be concerned
about either the winter or the Sab-
bath!
Is the Tribulation the Time of God’s
Wrath? There is another great mis-
take that all who believe in the rap-
ture theory have carelessly taken for
granted without proof. It is that the
“tribulation” and the “Day of the
Lord” represent the same period of
time.

The Bible reveals that the tribula-
tion is the wrath of Satan, the
wicked spirit ruler of this present
age. We read of that in Revela-
tion 12.

Notice! The devil is angry. He is
responsible for the persecution of
the Christians who are not ac-
counted worthy to escape. Satan
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hates God’s way. So does this world.
It is Satan’s world—little wonder
that it hates the good news of the
Kingdom of God.

What did Jesus say would imme-
diately happen after Satan’s wrath
—the tribulation? The rapturists
would have you believe that the
“second phase” of Jesus’ return
would immediately occur. This is
not what Jesus said. Notice: “IMME-
DIATELY AFTER the tribulation of
those days shall the sun be dark-
ened, and the moon shall not give
her light, and the stars shall fall
from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken” (Matt.
24:29).

Now turn to Joel 2:31: “The sun
shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood BEFORE the
great and terrible day of the Lord
come.”

The “day of the Lord” is the time
God steps into world affairs directly.
It is the time of His wrath against
the nations!

The “day of the Lord will come
like a thief in the night,” wrote Paul
in I Thessalonians 5:2. This is not
speaking of the rapture, but of the
time of God’s intervention in world
affairs very shortly before Jesus re-
turns.

Compare this with Revelation
6:12-13, 16-17: “. .. The sun became
black as sackcloth of hair, and the
whole moon became as blood; and
the stars of the heaven fell to the
earth ... And they said to the
mountains and to the rocks, ‘Fail
upon us, and hide us from the face
of the one sitting on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb: be-
cause the great day of their wrath
is come; and who can stand?””
This day of God’s wrath comes
unexpectedly—like a thief in the
night,

The tribulation, however, occurs
before the ‘“day of the Eternal’s
wrath”!

Notice that during this “day of
the Lord” the trumpets begin to
sound (Rev. 8:6). “And the seven
angels that had the seven trumps
[trumpets] prepared themselves to
sound.” Trumpets are a symbol of
war. This is the time when God’s
restraint over the nations is loosed—
when the nations war upon one an-
other with horrifying new weapons

till they learn that God alone can
bring peace and that His laws make
life worth living.

Notice, now, an amazing fact

which very few have grasped!
The Seventh Trumpet Sounds. What
happens when the seventh and last
of these trumpets is sounded? “And
the seventh angel sounded; and
great voices in heaven came saying,
‘The Kingdom of the world is be-
come our Lord’s and His Christ’s,
and He shall reign unto the ages of
the ages...We thank thee, Lord
God, the Almighty, who is and who
was, because thou hast taken thy
great power, and hast reigned. And
the nations were wroth, and thy
wrath is come, and the time of the
dead, that they should be judged,
and that thou shouldst give reward
unto thy servants the prophets, and
to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great; and shouldst
destroy them which destroy the
earth’” (Rev. 11:15, 17-18).

Notice that this is the time for the
prophets to receive their reward. It
is the time of the resurrection! And
this, remember, occurs at the sev-
enth or last trump!

Now compare this with 1 Corinth-
ians 15:51-52: “Lo, I tell you a mys-
tery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet”—the sev-
enth and last trumpet —‘“shall
sound, and the dead”—and that in-
cludes the prophets (Rev. 11:18)—
“shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed.”

Do you grasp the significance of
this scripture? AFTER the tribula-
tion, after the intervening heavenly
signs, during the Day of the Lord, ar
the sounding of the seventh trump
the dead are resurrected and those
alive, who believe and practice the
truth, are changed from mortal to
immortal!

This is no secret rapture before
the tribulation. The dead are not
resurrected twice! Those who are
still living are not changed to im-
mortality twice! There is not the
slightest indication of a “secret rap-
ture” and a resurrection of the saints
before the tribulation.

But this is not all!

Open your Bible to Matthew
24:30: “...and then”—after the



heavenly signs which follow the trib-
ulation, not before, but after the
tribulation and during the Day of
the Lord—"“THEN shall all the tribes
of the earth mourn, and shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of
the heaven with power and great
glory. And He shall send forth His
angels with a great trumpet [or “a
great sound of a trumpet”], and they
shall gather together His elect from
the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.”

This verse pictures the second

coming of Christ—at the seventh
and last trump, the great trump.
And it is the time of the resurrec-
tion! The ELECT are gathered to-
gether. Who are the “elect” or
chosen ones?
Who Are These “Elect”? Luke 18:7
tells us: “And shall not God avenge
His elect, that cry to Him day and
night?”

Any concordance will provide
you with scriptures (I Peter 1:1-2;
Col. 3:12; Rom. 8:33, etc.) proving
that true Christians are the ELECT or
chosen ones today. These are the
ones to be gathered when Jesus re-
turns with the sound of a great
trump!

Paul also mentions the same tre-
mendous noise of the seventh trum-
pet that will rend the air at Christ’s
return. “For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout,
with an archangel’s voice, and with
the trump of God: AND THE
DEAD IN Christ shall rise first; then
we that are alive, that are left, shall
together with them be caught up in
clouds to meet the Lord in the air”
(I Thes. 4:16-17).

Did you notice that this is the
time of the resurrection? It is the
time of the LAST TRUMP, according
to I Corinthians 15:52. And in Rev-
elation 11:15,17-18 the seventh or
last trumpet is also the time of the
resurrection. And the time order of
Jesus’ Mount Olivet prophecy and
of the book of Revelation places the
sounding of the seventh trumpet
and the resurrection after the tribu-
lation—at the very climax of the
“day of the Lord”! These verses de-
scribe the same trumpet, not differ-
ent ones.

There is no possible room for a
“secret rapture.”

One famous text used to con-

tradict these plain passages of Scrip-
ture is the 14th verse of I
Thessalonians 4. “For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose, even so
them also that are fallen asleep”™—
the dead are asleep in their graves,
not awake in heaven, according to
Paul —“will God through Jesus
bring witTH Him.” This verse is sup-
posed to teach that 3% or 7 years
before Christ returns a “secret rap-
ture” occurs; the dead are secretly
taken to heaven and now they re-
turn with Jesus from heaven.

But is this what the Scripture
says?

How is Jesus going to bring those
who are asleep in death witH Him?
Notice: “For this we say to you by
the word of the Lord, that we that
are alive, that are left unto the pres-
ence [or coming] of the Lord, shall
in no wise precede [the Old English
word “prevent” meant “precede”]
them that are fallen asleep. For the
Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven”—with the saints? No!
“...and the dead in Christ shall rise
first” (verses 15-16).

Observe that Jesus, with the an-
gels from heaven, descends toward
the earth, not with the saints, but in
order to resurrect the saints! “The
Lord shall descend . . . and the dead
shall rise™!

After Jesus descends toward earth
the dead rise first! They meet Christ
in the air.

Now the dead are with Christ in
the air—the atmosphere surround-
ing this earth. “THEN we that are
alive and remain shall together with
them be caught up in the clouds”
(verse 17). We, too, shall be together
in the air with those who have just
been raised, those whom Jesus is
bringing with Him to this earth. No-
tice that being “caught up”—Paul
does not say “raptured up”—occurs
after the tribulation, ar the last
trump when Jesus descends visibly
in power and glory.

Suppose you have a friend who is
returning today. You would proba-
bly meet him at the bus or rail sta-
tion or at the airport, wherever he
arrives. Then you return with him to
your home. In the same way, it is
only natural that we should meet
Jesus and return with Him to this
earth at the Mount of Olives by Je-
rusalem.

If your friend were returning
today, he would not take you back
with him to the place he had al-
ready left, and then return all over
again, would he? That would be ri-
diculous!

Yet that is the concept of a “secret

rapture”’—that Jesus meets you,
takes you to the place which He left
(heaven) in order to return to this
carth!
Jesus Returns “in Like Manner.”
How did Jesus leave this earth? “He
was taken up, and a cloud received
Him out of their sight”—the dis-
ciples were looking at Him—*‘and
while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as He went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white ap-
parel; which also said, “Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven. Then
they returned to Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet” (Acts 1:9-12).

Were there rwo phases of Jesus’
ascension? No! Then there will not
be two phases to His return—He will
come in the same manner in which
He left.

Notice the prophecy concerning
the fulfiliment of this very promise:
“Behold, the day of the Lord
cometh ... His feet shall stand in
that day upon the mount of Olives”
(Zech. 14:1-4).

Jesus ascended visibly from Mt.
Olivet; He will return visibly to it—
but this time in all the might and
power of God as King of kings. And
notice that it is in the very day in
which He returns that His feet shall
stand upon the Mount of Olives. “It
shall be one day which shall be
known as the Lord’s, not day, and
not night; but it shall come to pass,
that at evening time there shall be
light” (verse 7). This is the climax
of that period called the “day of the
Lord” in prophecy. This one twenty-
four-hour day will bring an end to
this Babylonish civilization. And no-
tice that Jesus sets foot on earth in
the very day He returns—not 3% or
7 or 1000 years later!

That is what the Scripture says!

There is no secret rapture before
the tribulation or ar any other time!
The resurrection is at the mighty
sound of the seventh trump IN the
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day of God’s wrath which follows
the tribulation. The tribulation is
not the Day of the Lord. There are
two separate and distinct periods of
time. Christ does not return in two
phases, one secret, the other visible.
He returns in the same manner as
He ascended—and that was no secret
rapture! He ascended visibly. He
will descend visibly.

Some, of course, seize on minor
scriptures and misinterpret them to
attempt to prove their theory. Take
Revelation 4:1-2, for example. This,
we are told, represents the rapture.
But these two verses do not say that!
John saw the prophecy in the Book
of Revelation unfolded in heaven
because that is where Jesus is—not
because of a secret rapture!

One prominent writer attempts to
prove that II Thessalonians 2:7-8
refers to the rapture. His theory is
that this prophecy has not yet begun
to be fulfilled—that Christ must
come first “to rapture the Church
before the tribulation.”

But notice the first part of
verse 7: “For the mystery of in-
iquity DOTH ALREADY WORK™—even
in Paul’s day!

The prophecy is being fulfilled.

Let us, however, notice the time
setting of this prophecy. The Thes-

salonians had asked Paul how long
they would have to wait until the
return of Jesus Christ and the resur-
rection. Paul answers that the day of
Christ’s return and the resurrection
cannot come “except there come a
falling away FIRsT, and that man of
sin be revealed . . .” (verse 3).

Notice the time sequence! An
apostasy shall have come first and
the man of sin shall have been re-
vealed BEFORE the day of Christ.
Until these two things happen, the
day of Christ is being withheld-—re-
strained! Christ is not coming and
the resurrection will not occur until
after the apostasy has commenced
and the man of sin, claiming to
be God (verse 4), rises out of its
midst.

Now continuing with verses 6 to
9, according to the original inspired
Greek: “And now you know what
withholds [is keeping back the day
of Christ from occurring], so that he
[the man of sin] might be revealed
in his own [or appointed] time. For
the mystery of iniquity is already
working: there is only one who is
now withholding [keeping back the
Day of Christ] until he [the man of
sin] comes on the scene out of the
midst [of the apostasy]; and then
shall that Wicked be revealed,

whom the Lord shall consume
... by the brightness of His com-
ing.”

Notice that this must all happen
before the resurrection when Christ
comes in “flaming fire taking ven-
geance on them that know not God
and that obey not the gospel”
(IT Thes. 1:8).

Observe that the Greek words
heoos ek mesou geneetai, translated
in the King James Version, “until he
be taken out of the way,” mean
exactly the opposite in Greek—"un-
til he comes on the scene, or ap-
pears, out of the midst” of the
apostasy!

How clear it is that Christ will not
come until after the apostasy and the
subsequent tribulation.

Will you be deceived into believ-
ing the false doctrine of a rapture?
Will you go on blindly believing in
the traditions of men and the theo-
ries they have advanced without
proof? Read your Bible! Check
carefully! Prove all things (I Thess.
5:21). Your very life is at stake! O

ADDITIONAL READING

And now you should read the follow-
ing free reprint — “The Coming Utopia
— Wonderful World of Tomorrow.”
Write for your copy.

THE SECRET RAPTURE
OR REALITY?

MYTH

L& here I was, driving down the

I freeway and all of a sudden

the place went crazy ... cars

going in all directions...and not

one of them had a driver. I mean it
was wild!”

What was it? An invasion from
planet X? The end of the world? No,
according to the above quote, it was
the secret rapture. The “blessed
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hope” that Christians had long
awaited.

The author further explains:
“Someday, a day that only God
knows, Jesus Christ is coming to take
away all those who believe in Him. He
is coming to meet all true believers in
the air.... Those who remain on
ecarth at that time will use every in-
vention of the human mind to explain

Reprinted from The Good News Magazine
© 1976 Worldwide Church of God
All Rights Reserved

the sudden disappearance of millions
of people” (The Late Great Planet
Earth, pp. 135-137).

Those “chosen few” who manage
to qualify for the rapture will, if you
believe the story, be whisked away
to a spiritual never-never land, far
away from the pains, agonies and
trials of planet earth.

Sound plausible? Something to



stake your life on? According to the
rapturists, it most certainly is. As far
as they are concerned, this future
scenario for the saints is no spiritual
pipe dream. They cite several scrip-
tures to back up their theory. For
instance, I Thessalonians 4:15-17:
“For this we declare to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, shall not precede those who
have fallen asleep. For the Lord him-
self will descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the archangel’s
call, and with the sound of the trum-
pet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first; then we who are alive,
who are left, shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air; and so we shall
always be with the Lord.” (Revised
Standard Version.)

Another is I Corinthians 15:51-
53: “Lo! I tell you a mystery. We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trum-
pet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised imperish-
able, and we shall be changed. For
this perishable nature must put on
the imperishable, and this mortal
nature must put on immortality.”
Detlating the Rapture Balloon. After
reading this far, maybe you are
somewhat convinced as to the vera-
city of the rapture theory. But be-
fore you get too convinced, consider
the following.

First of all, there is the question
of the “dead in Christ.” According
to the rapturists, the dead saints are
in heaven: “We are told that the
moment a believer breathes his last
breath and dies his soul goes imme-
diately to be with Christ — to be face
to face with the Lord” (The Late
Great Planet Earth, p. 140, empha-
sis ours).

But according to the apostle Paul
both the dead in Christ along with
the living “shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air.” Now how
do the dead in Christ “meet the
Lord in the air” if they have already
been with him “face to face” since
their death? And why would Paul
tell the Thessalonians that the living
“shall not precede those who have
fallen asleep [the dead]”? Why
bring this question up if both he and

the Thessalonians knew that the
dead in Christ were already with the
Lord? The question is more logically
raised and answered if you know
the dead aren’t with the Lord. (For
more information on this subject,
write for our free booklet What Is
the Reward of the Saved?)

The Third Coming of Christ? Trying
to fit the secret rapture into future
end-time prophecies is also some-
what of a dubious proposition. Most
proponents of this theory would tell
you that the rapture occurs before
the great tribulation. Christ snatches
away His saints and returns with
them to heaven. Three-and-a-half
or seven years later—take your
pick—He comes again, this time to
visibly establish His Kingdom on
the earth.

Rapturists in effect are speaking
not only of a second but a third com-
ing of Christ. The second is for the
church; the third for the rest of the
world. Most rapturists would agree
that “the Bible is speaking of two
separate events” (The Late Great
Planet Earth, p. 139). Butis it?

According to this theory, the rap-
ture is supposed to occur at the last
trump. Which trump is the last
trump? The rapturists say (The Late
Great Planet Earth, pages 140, 141)
it is the seventh; and, in truth, the
Bible says the same thing.

But notice what takes place at the
seventh and /last trump. “Then the
seventh angel blew his trumpet, and
there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, ‘The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and he shall reign
for ever and ever’ ”(Rev. 11:15).

Now you could hardly call that a
secret coming of Jesus to rapture
away the saints. Yet this event oc-
curs at the last trump. There are no
more trumpets following the sev-
enth one. It is the same last trump
Paul was referring to when he
wrote: “In a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised imperish-
able...” (I Cor. 15:52). 1t is obvi-
ous he is referring to the same event
that is described in the 11th chapter
of the book of Revelation.

And notice what else happens at
this seventh and last trump: “The
nations raged, but thy wrath came,

and the time for the dead to be
judged, for rewarding thy servants,
the prophets and saints, and those
who fear thy name, both small and
great...” (Rev. 11:18).

But how can this be? The raptur-

ists say the prophets and saints were
all raptured away 3% or 7 years be-
fore Christ’s visible return to power.
Yet here is more evidence that the
dead receive their reward at the sev-
enth trump and the visible, public
return of Jesus Christ.
Returning in Unlike Manner. If the
rapture theory were correct, then
Christ never really returns to the
earth at the time of the rapture; He
only makes a “near miss.” Yet no-
tice the contrasting description
given in the first chapter of Acts:
“And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was
taken up; and a cloud received him
out of their sight. And while they
looked stedfastly toward heaven as
he went up, behold, two men [an-
gels] stood by them in white ap-
parel: which also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven” (Acts
1:9-12, KJV).

Christ ascended visibly from the
Mount of Olives. He plans to return
the same way. If Christ had in-
tended to rapture the saints, which
includes the twelve disciples, why
didn’t He instruct the angels to tell
them differently?

In order for Christ to return “in
like manner,” He has to return to
the earth — terra firma — not reverse
course in midair and head back for
heaven. The prophet Zechariah said
of this momentous event: “Behold,
a day of the Lord is coming. . .. For
I will gather all the nations against
Jerusalem to battle.... Then the
Lord will go forth and fight against
those nations as when he fights in a
day of battle. On that day his feet
shall stand on the Mount of Olives
which lies before Jerusalem on the
east...” (Zech. 14:1-4).

Rupturing the Rapture’s Time-table.
Zechariah’s description hardly
sounds like a secret, hidden event.
Nor does the description given by
Jesus Christ Himself recorded in
Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.
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In each of these passages it is impor-
tant to remember that Christ is talk-
ing primarily to His own disciples,
who later formed the nucleus of
God’s Church.

Notice what He answered in Mat-
thew 24 in response to their ques-
tion “Tell us, when will this be, and
what will be the sign of your coming
and of the close of the age?” (Verse
3.) Had Christ believed in the rap-
ture theory, He might have an-
swered this question by stating that
the first sign of His coming would be
one similar to what was described in
the beginning of this article—gen-
eral disorder, people missing, etc.
Instead, He spoke of false prophets,
wars, famines and pestilence (verses
4-7). Then in verse 9 we read:
“They will deliver you [Christians]
up to tribulation, and put you to
death; and you will be hated by all
nations for my name’s sake.” Not
only does Christ neglect to mention
a rapture, but He even says that
some Christians will have to go
through tribulation.

The apostle John amplifies this in
the 13th chapter of the book of Rev-
elation. In speaking of the future
“beast” power that would one day

hold sway over the earth, John
wrote: “And the beast was given a
mouth uttering haughty and blas-
phemous words, and it was allowed
to exercise authority for forty-two
months [the great tribulation]....
Also it was allowed to make war on
the saints and to conquer them”
(Rev. 13:5, 7).

In the preceding chapter, John’s
description of the coming per-
secution of God’s Church is even
more explicit: “Then the dragon
[the devil] was angry with the
woman [the Church], and went off
to make war on the rest of her off-
spring, on those who keep the com-
mandments of God and bear
testimony to Jesus” (Rev. 12:17). 1f
the Church is to be raptured before
the great tribulation, what hap-
pened to the faithful mentioned in
the above verses? How come they
missed the boat?

A Visible Return. The Olivet proph-
ecy goes on to show what happens
after this great tribulation: “Imme-
diately after the tribulation of those
days the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light ...
then will appear the sign of the Son
of man in heaven, and then all the

tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see the Son of man coming
on the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory” (Matt. 24:29, 30).

But then notice what happens in
the following verse: “And he will
send out his angels with a loud
trumpet call, and they will gather his
elect [God’s Church, Christians, see
I Peter 1:1-2, Colossians 3:12 and
Romans 8:33] from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the
other” (verse 31).

Mark describes this same event:
“And then he will send out the an-
gels, and gather his elect from the
four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven” (Mark
13:27).

When Jesus Christ returns to this
earth He is not going to come in
by some secret back-door method.
The whole world is going to know
about this earth-shattering event
(see Rev. 1:7; 6:15-17). Christ is
coming both to establish His King-
dom and to resurrect the saints
(Rev. 20:4).

This, rather than a secret rapture,
is what God wants Christians to
look forward to with renewed hope
and confidence. O
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